ECOS Board Meeting – THURSDAY, March 25, 2010

9 AM – 11 AM

Location:  Portland Habilitation Center

5312 NE 148th

Meeting facilitator:  ECOS Co-chair - Carolyn Morrison 

Participants:  Carolyn Morrison – CCDS, Heather Salek – PHC, Cindy Bennett – SE Works Burns Grant Project, Lyubov Tsinovkina – Human Solutions, David Groff – Operation Nightwatch, Joan Pasco, ECOS Program Manager.

Those unable to attend due to spring break or conflicts included: Robert Costello – OVRS, Sharon Baggett – Boomers and Babies, Laura Bock – JDN, Karen Hubbard – Linfield School of Nursing, Lani Staab -  Goodwill Industries, Bill Lest – CAL, and Donna Patrict – Springdale Job Corps

As ECOS board meetings held during Spring Break generally have low attendance, those present recommended that beginning next year, the ECOS board meets in a combined March-April meeting held before or after Spring Break.

Introductions and welcome: Partner updates and reports

Portland Habilitation Center: Their janitorial training is up and running again, although with a slow start.  Over 100 people are on the wait list.  The new manager and trainers are doing a wonderful job.  PHC is tentatively planning an open house in June at the training facility so partners can meet these new program leaders. PHC is still seeking qualified candidates for Janitorial Supervisors and Instruction trainers.

SE Works Burn Grant Re-Entry Program: This is a focused immersion program for people being released from incarceration.  Program services begin before release and continue for 90 days post release. Services cover all aspects of reintegration to the community.  Many participants live in Oxford housing. 6 to 10 individuals complete the program each month. So far, finding employment for these individuals has not been a problem.  They do a lot of on-the-job development.  

Human Solutions:  They will be hiring project staff for their newly funded Green Jobs Training program. Otherwise things are pretty much the same.

CCDS:  Carolyn recently returned from a 10 day lobbying visit to Washington DC.  She presented congressional testimony for the re-authorization of the USDA Child and Adult Food Care Program. Many of the changes desired by food sponsors and providers were included in the new legislation – some things were not.  The under secretary of Agriculture made a strong case that investments in healthy kids and children’s nutrition should be shared by the depts. of Economic Development, Education, Homeland Security, the Military and Health and Human Services as the lack of good nutrition impacts the work of all these agencies. Currently only one in four applicants for Military Service qualify due to obesity and lack of physical fitness. CCDS was honored by being recognized as one of the best100 “Green” Companies to work for in Oregon. Their application to have their on-line provider and parent training certified for Continuing Education Credits is pending approval.  They will know in early April.

Special Presentation:  Operation Nightwatch – David Groff 

David is the Board Chair for Operation Nightwatch.  He explained the history and services provided by the organization. Basically, they provide “Hospitality, Hope and Healing” in a safe and supportive environment for homeless adults.  For much of their 28-year history, these services have been provided exclusively in downtown Portland.  A recent Murdoch Trust grant has allowed them to purchase an RV Van to do mobile outreach to other parts of the metro area.

David was requesting ECOS support to find a suitable location for this service in the Gresham/East County area.  The van would be here one night a week and would need a free location close to public transportation.  The space would have to be adequate to accommodate the van, outside seating and awnings.  They will provide coffee, sandwiches, warm and dry clothing, and foot care; in addition to a hospitable, warm and emotionally safe place – a “living room for the neighborhood” where people can congregate and receive support and socialization.

Location suggestions included:  City of Gresham owned property along the Springwater Trail, at the Gresham City Hall Parking Lot, Rockwood Fred Meyer/Urban Renewal plaza, and local church parking lots.  If anyone has a suggestion or would like to help bring this resource to East County, they can contact David directly at 503-774-2397 or dgroff45@yahoo.com.

Project reports

JDN – Laura Bock – sent via email from Hawaii

March is JDN subscription renewal month.  We have already heard from many organizations that funds are tight, so we introduced a new program: "Pay It Forward" -any current JDN subscriber who renews can offer an additional free subscription to another individual in their organization, or even from another organization.  The JDN is doing its part to continue to support the communities we live and work in and hope with this program will help to alleviate some of the financial restraints our subscribers are facing.

     Due to several factors, including the downturn in the economy, the JDN decided not to hold our annual Diversity Job Fair in 2010.  This in turn led to the cancellation of our annual Diversity Leadership Expo that is held in conjunction with the Fair. We hope to be able to once again offer the Fair & Expo in 2011, they were our major source of fund generation.

     The JDN is looking for a grant writer to research and write grants to fund the future of the JDN. If you know of someone who might be interested in serving their community through this effort we will reward them financially when the grant is funded. Please contact Laura Bock, JDN Program Manager directly - if someone you know, or you are interested in this opportunity. Laura.Bock@JobDevelopersNetwork.org  503.290.6466.

Adopt-a-Grandparent project – Joan gave the monthly update on the Adopt a Grandparent project.  She has met with all of the participants – both CAL students and the seniors – over the past two weeks.  The project is getting rave support from all stakeholders.  A meeting will be held at CAL on April 21st that will feature a round table discussion between the students and grandparents.  This discussion will highlight the type of activity taking place during visits as well as specific student learning outcomes and how the seniors can support these.

Budget/finance report – refer to finance report – attached, separate excel doc. 

2009 ECOS partner contributions are now being solicited –your support is needed to cover the 501 c3 obligations for our organization. There are certain expenses that cannot be covered from grant funded projects, including our D & O Liability insurance.  Thank you all for your support with this.

Partner Contributions received:

Child Care Development Services, YWCA, Human Solutions, Inc., OVRS, Portland Habilitation Center, Springdale Job Corps

Discussion on Pending grants:

· Working with Parkrose High School on a community volunteer project

· In concept phase:  Concierge service for seniors – manage life issues – when to move/sell, assistance with details, home maintenance/home improvement loads etc.

· PGE Foundation – Letter of Inquiry – Adopt a Grandparent - $10,000

· Juan Young Trust $10,000 – JDN

· Oregon Community Foundation - $30,000 a year for 3 years, Decision in May

· Good Nutrition Pays – LOI to ConAgra

· MMT – Good Nutrition Pays – LOI submitted in late February

Spring applications:

NW Health Foundation - $35,000 – Grandparent – May application – due July 6

Harold and Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation – GNP

Others???

Next meeting:  Thursday, April 22 (4th Thursday of each month)

Location to be announced.  Joan will ask Bill Lesh if we can meet at CAL

